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DEEP CONCERNS OVER HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS IN DARFUR

By Kanaga Raja, Geneva, 30 March 2007

The UN Human Rights Council on Friday expressed deep concern over the seriousness of the ongoing violations of human rights and international humanitarian law in Darfur, including armed attacks on the civilian population and humanitarian workers.

 

In a resolution (A/HRC/4/L. 7/Rev. 2) adopted by consensus, the Council also expressed deep concern over the widespread destruction of villages, and continued and widespread violence, in particular gender-based violence against women and girls, as well as the lack of accountability of perpetrators of such crimes.

 

The Council, in the resolution tabled by Germany on behalf of the European Union and Algeria on behalf of the African Group, decided to convene a group of human rights experts to ensure effective follow-up and to foster the implementation of resolutions and recommendations on Darfur. The group is to report to the Council at its fifth session in June.

 

At a media briefing following the adoption of the resolution, Ambassador Michael Steiner of Germany, speaking on behalf of the European Union, said that the adoption of the resolution ''is a success for the European Union, it is a success for Africa, it is a success for the Human Rights Council and we hope very much that this will also be a success for the people in Darfur.''

 

Speaking earlier at the Council, Ambassador Steiner said that the draft was the result of intensive and fruitful cooperation between the African Group and the European Union.

 

Last week, both Germany and Algeria, on behalf of the European Union and the African Group respectively, had tabled separate draft resolutions on the human rights situation in Darfur. According to media reports that cited diplomatic sources, both parties however successfully negotiated a single consensus text late Thursday for presentation at the Council on Friday.

 

Ambassador Idriss Jazairy of Algeria, speaking on behalf of the African Group, told the Council that all were united in expressing concern at the seriousness of the human rights situation that prevails in Darfur and deeply care for the victims of this crisis.

 

Being a compromise text, the draft decision submitted to the Council does not wholly satisfy anyone but all are agreed that it can help advance the situation of victims on the ground, he said.

 

The consensus that has been achieved is intended to benefit the victims in Darfur. It will also enhance the moral authority of the Council, beyond Darfur, and hopefully will restore confidence among its Members, he added.

 

Sudan said that its government was showing its cooperation with the Council. The Government of Sudan was committed to human rights and its values, which are embodied in its Constitution, and incorporated in the Peace Agreement of Southern Sudan, and were being fulfilled on the ground.

 

Meanwhile, a senior EU official, speaking following the adoption of the resolution, said that what the Human Rights Council did today was to unanimously find clear language (compared to the resolution adopted by the Council on 13 December 2006 - S-4/101 - where it decided to dispatch a high-level mission to Darfur) to describe the atrocities that are happening on the ground.

 

With respect to the convening of a group of human rights experts, the EU official made clear that this was not another assessment mission to Darfur.

 

According to him, what the group would do is to work with the wealth of existing recommendations (the report of the high-level mission to Darfur mentions 115 recommendations) with the aim of fostering their implementation.

 

The Council ''has set the train on the track now'' and it is up to the expert group to start its work and for the government of Sudan to work together with this group and cooperate with it. ''The primary responsibility lies with the government of Sudan,'' stressed the senior EU official.

 

''This resolution potentially marks a major turning point for the Human Rights Council's attention to Darfur. The Sudanese government can no longer be assured of the support of its regional neighbours. It is now going to have to accept that fewer and fewer are prepared to tolerate its systematic failure to protect the rights of the people of Darfur,'' said Peter Splinter of Amnesty International, following the adoption of the resolution.

 

''With this resolution - adopted by consensus - African delegations are saying to Sudan 'enough is enough'. They are saying that the Sudanese government is no longer welcome to manipulate regional solidarity in pursuit of its campaign against the people of Darfur. They are not willing to tolerate turning a blind eye to the violations being perpetrated against the Darfuri people in the cause of maintaining 'African solidarity'," he said.

 

''Unfortunately, this resolution fails to denounce the role of the Sudanese government, its Janjawid proxies or other armed groups in perpetuating the grave violations of human rights and international humanitarian law that we continue to see in Darfur," said Splinter.

 

''It fails to acknowledge the almost complete failure of the Sudanese government to fulfil its responsibility to protect the civilian population of Darfur,'' he added.

 

''While weak, this resolution has established an important process that will test the Government of Sudan's purported readiness to improve the human rights situation in Darfur. It remains to be seen if the Sudanese government is sincerely committed to cooperation with the United Nations and will take concrete measures to remedy human rights violations in Darfur. We certainly hope that it will do so," said Splinter.

 

The resolution, in recalling its decision S-4/101 that established a high-level mission to Darfur and that Sudan had welcomed this decision and had expressed its readiness to improve the human rights situation there, took note ''with regret'' that the High-Level Mission could not visit Darfur. It also took note of the report of the High-Level Mission.

 

(The High-Level Mission was headed by Nobel Peace Laureate Jody Williams and its report found that the situation of human rights in Darfur remained grave and was characterised by gross and systematic violations of human rights and grave breaches of international humanitarian law.)

 

The Council called on all parties to the conflict in Darfur to put an end to all acts of violence against civilians, with a special focus on vulnerable groups including women, children and internally displaced persons, as well as humanitarian workers.

 

It also called upon the signatories of the Darfur Peace Agreement to comply with their obligations under the agreement, acknowledged the measures already taken towards its implementation and called upon non-signatory parties to join in and to commit themselves to the peace agreement in compliance with the relevant UN resolutions.

 

The Council decided to convene a group to be presided over by the Special Rapporteur on Sudan composed of the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on children in armed conflict; the Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; the Special Representative of the Secretary-General on human rights defenders; the Representative of the Secretary-General on the human rights of internally displaced persons; the Special Rapporteur on the question of torture; and the Special Rapporteur on violence against women, its causes and consequences.

 

It requested this group to work with the Government of Sudan, the appropriate human rights mechanisms of the African Union and to closely consult with the Chairman of the Darfur - Darfur Dialogue and Consultation (DDDC) to ensure the effective follow-up and to foster the implementation of resolutions and recommendations on Darfur, as adopted by the Human Rights Council, the former Commission on Human Rights and other UN human rights institutions as well as to promote the implementation of relevant recommendations of other UN human rights mechanisms, taking into account the needs of the Sudan in this regard, to safeguard the consistency of these recommendations and to contribute to monitoring the human rights situation on the ground.

 

The Council called upon the Government of Sudan to fully cooperate with the group and requested the group to report to the Council at its fifth session.

 

The Council will decide at its fifth session on any follow-up action that might be required. 
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