
CANCUN CAN DELIVER A GOOD OUTCOME, 
BUT ONLY FROM A GOOD PROCESS

UNFCCC negotiations – 3 December 2010

A civil society assessment of the climate negotiations

This year has seen millions of people affected by the adverse climate impacts world-
wide. The task of the UN Climate Convention and its Kyoto Protocol, to dramatically and 
immediately reduce greenhouse gas emissions, has thus never been more urgent. Scien-
tists have consistently noted the rapidly diminishing window for taking action. 

Cancun can and must deliver a successful result. The key to doing so is a process that is 
fair and inclusive, reflects historical responsibility and builds on best practices, while 
avoiding the pitfalls that led to the acrimonious ending of the December 2009 Copenha-
gen Climate Conference. Cancun must deliver a good outcome from a good process.

A history of inclusiveness
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Concerns in Cancun
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Shadows of Copenhagen
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Same strategy, different tactics?
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Risks of an un-transparent process
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Killing Kyoto 
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“When the time comes for small group 
negotiations to hammer out the difficult 
compromises, negotiations must be demo-
cratic, transparent and inclusive.” “The danger is that the small group will be 

pressured to agree to a bad deal and then pass 
on this deal to all other countries to adopt”
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Courting climate catastrophe
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Shifting the burden
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A better way forward
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“...with the Copenhagen Accord pledges, the 
world would move towards global 
warming of 2.5 to 5 degrees Celsius before 
the end of this century.” “Other environmental negotiations provide 

examples of best practice”



Building on established practice
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A deal that works in practice
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“The Cancun conference will be a success if 
it decides to adopt an equitable and environ-
mentally ambitious mitigation scheme..” “The “Green Room” method of the 

World Trade Organization... should 
not be imported into the UNFCCC”
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