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Rights Council urged to take up crisis in Horn of Africa

 

Geneva, 10 Aug (Kanaga Raja) -- The United Nations Human Rights Council Advisory Committee on Tuesday decided to send a letter to the Human Rights Council requesting it to consider holding a special session on the food crisis in East Africa.

 

The Advisory Committee, comprising 18 independent experts and serving as a think tank to the Human Rights Council, is currently holding its seventh session here from 8-12 August.

 

In its letter, being sent to the President of the Human Rights Council, the Advisory Committee said that in the last (few) months, the food security situation of millions of people living in East Africa has severely deteriorated and there is famine in parts of the region, due to a combination of factors, including drought, increase in food prices, conflict, and lack of structural rural development.

 

Deeply pre-occupied by the catastrophic food crisis in East Africa, the Advisory Committee said that it would like to draw the attention of the Human Rights Council to the on-going serious violations of most basic human rights, and would like to request the Human Rights Council to consider holding a special session on this issue.

 

The Advisory Committee went on to identify three areas of action:

 

1. Urgent action to increase access to nutritious food, clean water, sanitation and health protection for vulnerable individuals of East Africa.

 

2. Structural measures to reduce vulnerability, protect the right to food and combat discrimination.

 

3. The special vulnerable situation of women and children and urgent need for action.

 

The Committee noted that according to the World Food Programme (WFP) and the UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), the number of people requiring emergency assistance had skyrocketed from 6.3 million in early 2011 to 12.4 million in the beginning of August 2011 and it is worsening day after day.

 

It stressed that the food security situation is also seriously deteriorating in the refugee camps, and that the response of the international community is far from sufficient.

 

Meanwhile, the Rome-based FAO, in a news release of 9 August, has announced that it will be hosting a high-level operational meeting of agriculture ministers on 18 August to agree on urgent measures in response to the worsening crisis in the Horn of Africa.

 

The meeting, according to the FAO, will take stock of the evolving situation, needs and shortfalls in the crisis and identify concrete programmes, projects and other actions by governments in the Horn of Africa and their humanitarian and development partners to address both immediate requirements and underlying causes.

 

The FAO said that this meeting follows up on the Emergency Ministerial-level Meeting on the Horn of Africa held in Rome on 25 July and will set the scene for the pledging conference called by the African Union in Addis Ababa on 25 August.

 

The upcoming Rome meeting will focus on a twin-track approach to resolving the famine in Somalia and the broader emergency in the Horn of Africa, building resilience over the long haul and supporting livelihoods over the short, medium and long term, said the FAO.

 

The FAO further said that it had issued a road map for its support to short-term agricultural recovery in the region, requiring immediate funding of about $103 million.

 

FAO said that it had asked for $161 million to save the lives and livelihoods of millions of farmers and pastoralists across the drought-struck Horn of Africa and had received or had commitments for around $57 million.

 

"FAO's current funding gap stands at around $103 million to provide immediate support to crisis-affected populations," the Rome-based agency said.

 

"It is vital that we not only save lives today but also save the livelihoods on which people's lives depend tomorrow," said Rod Charters, Senior Emergency and Rehabilitation Coordinator for the region.

 

In an operational update on 9 August, the WFP said that since the beginning of July, it had reached nearly 8 million people in the Horn of Africa with food assistance, and that it is targeting 11.5 million people out of more than 13 million people affected by the drought and famine in the region, with governments and other partners supporting the rest.

 

It noted that its Horn of Africa appeal remains $250 million short of current needs, after having received about the same amount in contributions, mainly from government donors.

 

Meanwhile, the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said that it has appealed for $145 million to provide protection and emergency needs for the refugee crisis in the Horn of Africa until the end of the year.

 

In a press release dated 8 August, UNHCR said that to date, it has either received or has firm projections for $65 million. This amount covers less than 45 percent of identified needs for Somalia, Kenya, Ethiopia and Djibouti, it added. +
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