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CORAL DEATH STRIKES AT SOUTH EAST ASIA
[SA: 19.10.10] - INTERNATIONAL marine scientists say that a huge coral death, which has struck Southeast Asian and India Ocean reefs over recent months, has highlighted the urgency of controlling global carbon emissions.
   Many reefs are dead or dying following a bleaching event that extends from the Seychelles in the west to Sulawesi and the Philippines in the east and include reefs in Sri Lanka, Burma Thailand, Malaysia, Singapore, and many sites in western and eastern Indonesia.
   “It is certainly the worst coral die-off we have seen since 1998. It may prove to be the worst such event known to science,” said Dr Andrew Baird of the ARC Centre of Excellence for Coral Reef Studies and James Cook University. “So far around 80% of Acropora colonies and 50% of colonies from other species have died since the outbreak began in May this year.”
   This means coral cover in the region could drop from an average of 50% to around 10%, and the spatial scale of the event could mean it will take years to recover, striking at local fishing and regional tourism industries, he added.
   The bleaching event has also hit the richest marine biodiversity zone on the planet, the ‘Amazon Rainforest’ of the seas, known as the Coral Triangle (CT), which is bounded by Indonesia, Malaysia and the Philippines. “Although the Coral Triangle is the richest region for corals on Earth, it relies on other regions around its fringes to supply the coral spawn and fish larvae that help keep it so rich,” Dr Baird explained. “So there are both direct and indirect effects on CT reefs which will affect their ability to recover from future disturbance.”
   “Also, the reefs of the region support tens of millions of people who make their living from the sea and so play a vital role in both the regional economy and political stability. For example, in Aceh, northern Sumatra, where the bleaching is most severe, a high proportion of the people rely on fishing and tourism for their livelihoods. While it may take up to two years for some fish species to be affected by the loss of coral habitat, fisheries yields will decline and this combined with a drop in the number of dive tourists visiting could have major long-term effects on the local economy.”
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   The cause of the bleaching event was a large pool of super-hot water which swept into the eastern Indian Ocean region several months ago, shocking the corals and causing them to shed the symbiotic algae that nourish them, thereby losing color and “bleaching”. If the corals do not regain their algae they starve to death. 
   According to the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s Coral Hotspots website, sea surface temperatures in the region peaked in late May, 2010, and by July the accumulated heat stress was greater than in 1998. Local dive operators recorded water temperatures of 34 C, over 4 degrees higher than long-term average for the area.
   “My colleagues and I have high confidence these successive ocean warming episodes, which exceed the normal tolerance range of warm-water corals, are driven by human-induced global warming. They underline that the planet is already taking heavy hits from climate change – and will continue to do so unless we can reduce carbon emissions very quickly,” Dr Baird said. “They also show this is not just about warmer temperatures: it is also threatening the livelihoods of tens of millions of people and potentially the stability of our region.”    ( 
BRUNEI GOVERNMENT BACKS 
BLUE FLAG BID 
[BT: 19.10.2010] - THE privately-led bid to get Brunei's public beaches the internationally-recognized Blue Flag Award has officially received the first signs of support from the government. The Brunei Tourism Development Department recently signed and presented a Letter of Support to the Brunei environmental group Beach Bunch.
   Beach Bunch is currently rallying support, approval and sponsorship to develop all five of the Sultanate's public beaches to be Blue Flag-worthy within the next three years, starting with Meragang Beach as a pilot project by the end of 2011. The tourism department is interested in the Blue Flag bid as it could potentially increase the country's tourist numbers as if awarded, Meragang Beach would be the first Blue Flag beach in Asia.

   Conceding that Brunei Tourism has "not fully gone out to push" beach tourism, Brunei Tourism Director Sheikh Jamaluddin Sheikh Mohamed highlighted that the Blue Flag bid would facilitate the promotion of “ecotourism”, especially since the Sultanate had among the "most beautiful, long stretches of sandy beaches in Southeast Asia".

   A press release from the signing said that coastal, marine and beach tourism were still "very small" com-ponents in Brunei's tourism industry. However, the ‘Kingdom of Unexpected Treasures’ - as Brunei is named to promote its tourism industry - boasts 160km of mostly pristine, undeveloped sandy beaches, accompanied by offshore coral reefs and shipwrecks, giving rise to potential for family-oriented beach tourism, the statement added. Getting recognized by a global benchmark such as the Blue Flag would only build on these existing potential attractions.
   Sheikh Jamaluddin said: "It’s like an ISO (International Standards Organization) standard for beaches. By having a Blue Flag, we can say that our beaches have achieved this (high) standard." 

   The Blue Flag recognizes beaches and marinas that have met the stringent standards of environmental educa-tion and conservation, water quality along with assuring safety and adequate services to beach-goers.

   However, the Blue Flag supporters still need to con-vince the Department of Environment, Parks and Recrea-tion to give the go-ahead to start developing the beach. They also hope to garner further public support and sponsorship for the multi-million dollar pilot project during a national workshop slated for the end of this year.   (
NEW INITIATIVE REIGNITES
BURMA TOURISM DEBATE

[DVB: 15.10.10] - A NEW campaign promoting Burma and three other countries as a single tourism destination has revived the debate on the ethics of travel to the military-ruled Southeast Asian nation. Tourism ministers from Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Burma announced the “Four Countries: One Destination” campaign at an inter-national travel expo in Ho Chi Minh City early in October. The four countries aim to improve transport links between their major attractions and encourage tour operators to design cross-border tours.

   The initiative aims to help the countries compete with more popular destinations such as Thailand and China. A two-week tour could see tourists take in Halong Bay in Vietnam, the historic Laotian city of Luang Prabang, Angkor Wat in Cambodia and the Burmese ancient temple city of Pagan. 
   But travel to Burma remains controversial. Aung San Suu Kyi, the Burmese opposition leader under house arrest in Rangoon, has advocated a boycott of travel to the country, arguing tourism merely fills the pockets of the military and its cronies. The junta has also been accused of using forced labour in the construction of hotels.

   Last year, rumours surfaced that Suu Kyi had dropped her opposition to tourism to Burma, though her party, the National League for Democracy, made no official announcement indicating a change of policy. Anna Roberts of the Burma Campaign UK said her organization supported the policies of the democracy movement, “and they have called for tourists to stay away”.

    “As this new initiative demonstrates, Burma’s generals have identified tourism as a potential major source of income,” she said. “Some people argue that it is all right to go on holiday to Burma as local people will benefit. It’s true, a small number of people do benefit from tourism, but millions suffer from the regime it helps to fund.”
  There are different views, however. The Free Burma Coalition, a political initiative which for years supported a tourism boycott, has changed its position. Maung Zarni, the organization’s founder, recently said: “I know it is against the views of the pro-sanctions crowd, but I would like more people to go.” Tourists should nevertheless avoid government-run facilities where possible, he said, adding that most five-star hotels were joint ventures with the government.

   Derek Tonkin, former UK ambassador to Vietnam, Thailand and Laos and chairman of the Network Myan-mar advocacy group, is another tourism advocate. Tonkin argues that the tourism industry provides jobs for local people, around 600,000 in Burma. “That includes every-one down to the postcard seller, the taxi drivers and the tour guides, whether they’re official or unofficial… I see tourism very much as a means of breaking through Burma’s isolation and getting to the people,” he said.

   On 7 November, Burma will hold its first elections in 20 years. Following the polls, few observers look likely to change their views on the tourism boycott. The Burma Campaign UK’s view of the polls is typical of most in the pro-democracy movement. “Everyone knows that the sham elections in November won’t bring Burma closer to freedom and democracy, the elections are designed to maintain dictatorship. That’s why we need the internatio-nal community to unite behind a UN-led effort to pressure the dictatorship to open dialogue with the democracy movement and ethnic representatives,” said Roberts.   (
BURMA: EFFORTS TO SAVE INLE LAKE
[IPS: 29.9.10] - MONSOON rains might have brought wel-come relief to the inhabitants of Inle Lake, but concerned Burmese groups – both governmental and non-govern-mental – are rallying to preserve Burma’s second largest lake from drying up again, as it did from earlier this year due to prolonged drought (see also sea-tm 1[4]).
   At 900 metres above sea level, Inle Lake is a national heritage site in the southern part of Shan State in Burma and home to more than 170,000 people in over 400 villages. The lake is also a major source of hydroelectric power for southern Burma, raising the stakes for the country to keep the lake afloat. 
   In June to August, the lake’s water level fell to record low levels, drying up the area and curtailing businesses, water transport and residents’ everyday lives. This was of such concern that two workshops about the lake’s rehabilitation were held in July, in Burma’s capital Naypidaw and in Taung Gyi, Shan State, in July. Burmese Prime Minister Gen. Thein Sein also visited Inle Lake on 9 August to survey the situation. 
   While the rains have eased somewhat the decline in Inle Lake’s water level, residents have been keeping a close watch on it, especially because October marks the time they hold a pagoda festival and a boat race on the lake. "Water level is now above 1.2 m, and we hope that would be enough water to hold regular boat races in the lake like in previous years," remarked an Inle resident who used the join the event every year. 
   But academics and government officials warn that the double threat of declining water quality and shrinking water mass could see Inle Lake vanishing in the near future. According to a June 2010 report by Burma’s fishery department in Shan State, pH levels of water collected from different areas in the lake range from 8.4 to 9.6, reflecting an above-average alkaline content that is killing fish and causing them to migrate in search of safer habitats. Meanwhile, Inle Lake is shrinking rapidly due to soil erosion, sedimentation and deforestation in the watershed area. According to official statistics released in 2010, Inle Lake is now just 70 sq-km wide, less than half of the 163 sq km it spanned just three years ago.
   Elderly Inle native Tun Yin said he has never seen the lake face a worse crisis in the 80-odd years that he has lived in the area. "We could always row a boat to go from place to place in the lake, but this summer we faced big trouble for transportation as water routes were blocked (due to the) lack of water," he said. 
   The lake is one of Burma’s most popular tourist spots because of the beautiful natural scenery and the many ancient pagodas and monasteries around it. However, visitor arrivals to Inle Lake have slowed to a trickle, putting at risk local businesses including hotels, weaving factories and goldsmiths that survive on tourist traffic. 
   Some hotels built on stilts around the lake had to cease operation during the summer, as boats were unable to access the buildings. Other business owners hired dredgers to remove the build-up of silt that had blocked water passages leading to their shops.   (
MORE TOURISTS MAY NOT BRING SALVATION TO CAMBODIA
[PPP: 11.10.10] - CAMBODIA’S tourism industry has been successful in encouraging foreign visitors to the country following the global economic crisis – arrival numbers were up last year and have continued to soar in 2010. However, although more people are entering Cambodia, the outcome leaves much to be desired.
   Though government figures show a 15% rise in total arrivals in the first eight months of 2010 compared to last year, most of these gains came from the near-50% climb in Vietnamese visitors – already the most numerous tra-vellers to Cambodia. Travel industry executives will hardly be excited by this statistic as many Vietnamese come for only a few days and are considered to spend much less on average than tourists from North America and Europe. United States visitors fell more than 4% and those from the United Kingdom dropped 3.75% to the end of August, a sign the sluggish global recovery is still hurting.
   The government has done a good job balancing the drop in Western tourists with increases from the region – certainly opening more border gates and reducing traffic restrictions with Vietnam has helped. But this has contributed to a structural shift in the tourism industry towards lower-spending, short-term visitors.
   Government data show the average international visitor spent about US$1 less per day in 2009 compared to 2008 – just under US$112 – which resulted in a fall of around US$2 million across the industry. The average visitor stayed just 6.45 days last year, compared to 6.65 days in 2008. This statistic represents deeper structural problems in the sector, as the average stay was falling even before the onset of the economic crisis, a sign that more people are coming but are moving through more quickly – an effect attributable not just to more short-term visitors from Vietnam.
   Cambodia’s Ministry of Tourism is targeting 2.4 million arrivals this year and 2.8 million for 2011, which would represent impressive year-on-year growth of 11% and 16.7% respectively. However, the key question remains: Will tourism actually bring in more money?   (
CAMBODIA: 
PROTECT ANGKOR FROM TOURISTS!
[AP: 18.10.10] - A US-based foundation has urged concerted international action to preserve world-famed cultural heritage sites, including Cambodia's ancient Angkor Wat temple complex, one of the great landmarks of Asia. The Global Heritage Fund (GHF) says in a recently published report that "of the nearly 500 global heritage sites in the
 100 poorest and emerging countries of the world ... over 200 are facing irreversible loss and damage today."

   Among the other sites highlighted are Sumerian archaeological sites in southern Iraq it says that are subject to massive looting; the ancient city of Hasankeyf in Turkey that could be flooded by a new dam project; and Kashgar in western China, where old quarters face demolition under government plans to guard against earthquakes that will relocate over 50,000 people.

   "The trend of loss is accelerating due to the simulta-neous man-made threats of development pressures, unsustainable tourism, insufficient management, looting, and war and conflict," says the report, entitled "Saving our vanishing heritage: safeguarding endangered cultural heritage."

   The report says that visitors to Angkor Wat increased by 188% from 840,000 in 2000 to 2.4 million in 2009. Visitors climbing over the ruins are causing "heavy deterioration of original Khmer stonework," the report warns. It adds that hotels and restaurants nearby are sapping region's aquifer, which has caused the famed Bayon temple's 54 towers to sink into the ground.
   Tan Sambu, an official of the Apsara Authority — the Cambodian government office that oversees the temples — said it has issued guidelines for tourists, telling them not to touch carvings and statues. Earlier this year, South Korea provided US$9.2 million to build a new road that will circle the temple complex and reduce traffic inside the heritage area.

"Of course when there are many tourists visiting, the deterioration of the original stonework at the temples can't be avoided, but our agency has tried to reduce the effects as much as possible," Tam Sambu said.

    The GHF report calls for the preservation of cultural heritage to be recognized as a global priority like combating climate change and biological diversity.   (
************

ANGOR BUTTERFLY HUNTERS TELL OF POVERTY AMIDST TOURISM WEALTH

Siem Reap is still one of Cambodia's poorest parts as package trips and foreign-owned businesses swallow visitors' cash, reports Ben Doherty [TG: 27.9.10]

B

oa is 19, the sixth of 11 chil-dren. With all of his family, he lives in a small thatched two-room house on the outskirts of Siem Reap. Three mornings a week, he and his siblings, along with a gaggle of children from his ramshackle suburb, walk the two kilometres to the neighbouring forest carrying makeshift nets fashioned from long branches, wire and plastic bags. They go to catch butterflies.

   "We have to catch butterflies to sell because we are a poor family. We have no money. The money we make is to help the family, for food and to go to school. Without this, we cannot go to school," Boa said.
   The butterflies they catch – usually between 60 and 100 between them – they bring to the Butterflies Garden Restaurant in Siem Reap town. They are released inside the restaurant's massive net, to flutter around the diners sitting in the garden café. For their toil, the children are paid about US$1.25 each.

   "But still, we don't all go to school," Boa said. "Some have to stay home to help the family. But everyone has to help catch butterflies." 

   Despite the annual flood of international tourists to the Angkor temples and the millions of dollars they bring each year, Siem Reap remains one of the poorest parts of Cambodia. More than half of all families live below the poverty line, surviving on less than US$1.25 a day. Four villages in 10 have no access to safe drinking water and 53% of all children are malnourished. Literacy rates are some of the lowest in the country, at 64%, and just 10% of children finish high school. 

   "Siem Reap is one of the poorest provinces of Cambodia, which is a bit weird seeing the number of tourists going there," said Philippe Delanghe, the head of the UN's culture unit in Cambodia. "I only hope that in the future we might be able to help people living around Angkor Wat to improve their livelihoods, which hasn't really been the case until now."

   The majority of tourists' money is spent on foreign-owned hotels, tour companies and restaurants. Many package tourists spend a week in Siem Reap without visiting a local business. Ticket sales from the Angkor temples, worth about US$30 million a year, are split between government coffers in Phnom Penh (some of which is redirected back to the Angkor management authority) and a petrol company called Sokimex.

   The anomaly of such out-of-town wealth surrounded by so much local poverty grows more stark every tourist season.

   Suko Om, the manager of the Butterflies Garden Restaurant, said it spends between US$375 and US$472 a month buying butterflies from about 25 local children. The business also offers jobs to older children, as well as access to a local school, food and even a place to sleep. But he still feels the restaurant is working at the edges of a larger, systemic problem. "There is revenue coming into Siem Reap because of the tourists, but most of the businesses are foreign-owned. Almost all of the money just goes straight back out."   (
INDONESIA: HIGH HOPES 
FOR LOMBOK TOURISM

[eTN:13+14.10.10] - TIME Pasar Wisata is Indonesia’s largest international travel show with some 120 buyers from 22 countries and over 100 sellers from 15 Indonesian provinces. Over the years, it has turned into the best place to get the pulse of Indonesia’s tourism industry. According to Sapta Nirwanda, director general of marketing at the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Indonesia is likely to receive more than 7 million foreign tourists this year.
  By hosting the travel show for the second time, Lombok Island hopes to further capitalize on the interest from international buyers generated by the event. “We have seen a steady increase in tourist demand for the Province of West Nusa Tenggara. We received 610,000 visitors both domestic and international last year and we target for this year over 700,000 visitors with an objective of welcoming a million travellers by year 2012,” said West Nusa Tenggara Governor M. Zainul Majdi. 
   Tourism is now the second largest industry in Lombok, preceded only by agriculture. And the government is confident that it will reach worldwide exposure with the hosting of its ‘Visit Lombok Year’ in 2012.

   The governor has high ambitions to turn Lombok into a global holiday destination. The entire tourism industry is investing US$28 million to upgrade Lombok as a “tourism product”, including the training of human resources, the management of tourist spots and the organization of events. 

  Among the Lombok-Sumbawa priority projects are the improvement of roads, the completion of a new airport and the development of further international standard hotels. “We see ourselves as a gateway to Eastern Indonesia, especially with the completion of the new airport,” the governor explained. 
   However, harsh realities seem to dampen the gover-nor’s ambitions. The best example is the new airport located in Southern Lombok. Originally planned to be opened in April 2010, the airport with its 2,750m-runway will be able to welcome more international flights. But the completion of the airport has encountered delays after delays. According to official sources, the passengers terminal is currently enlarged compared to initial plans, causing partially the current delay. But in reality, construction companies have been behind schedule due to various factors such as power shortage or flooding, while roads leading to the airport have failed to materialize. “The airport has been declared a national priority. We believe that it should then be ready by April 2011, but we cannot get a guarantee from the Airport’s Authority Angkasa Pura,” said the governor. 

   Road enlargement and by-passes are also currently under construction. Other services requiring more improvement are electricity – many areas still have no public lighting- and garbage collection. “We should get additional electricity supply with a new electricity unit by early next year. It will then give us 50% additional capacity,” added the governor.  

   Garbage remains a major problem for Lombok. “There is obviously an education problem to teach people in the villages to stop throwing rubbish in the rivers or the sea as it is polluting the entire coast. And when we do have containers, collecting the garbage from public authorities is still a problem. Even hotels face difficulties to deal properly with garbage disposal,” explains Marcel Navest, owner of Puri Bunga Beach Cottages in Senggigi and Head of Lombok Hotels Association. 
   Once infrastructures will be fixed, the governor looks to attract more tourism investments. Cold waters have been poured over Lombok’s largest investment to date. The development of an integrated 1,500 to 2,000-room resort by the United Arab Emirates-based EMAR company has so far to materialize. Newspapers in the Middle East reported that EMAR had effectively abandoned the project.   (
INDONESIA: CONTROVERSY 
OVER ZONING IN BALI

[BD: 18.10.10] – THERE has been increasing public support for Governor Made Pastika and the provincial government of Bali's continuing efforts to introduce an island-wide zoning law (RTRW). The latest groundswell of support comes in response to a formal complaint filed by a group of citizens from Pecatu, South Bali, who claim the new RTRW limits their right to build and develop sites on land they own in close proximity to religious temples.
   The new zoning law is, in fact, a strengthening of a regulation put forth by Bali's largest Hindu organization in 1994 to protect religious and sacred areas. The view of many local residents is that if Bali is to maintain its cultural heritage, the sanctity of its temples must be preserved as the core institution of the island's material and spiritual well-being. 
   The supreme chairman and supreme vice-chairman of the Customary Village Association (MUDP) of Bali, Jero Gede Putu Suwena and Ida I Dewa Ngurah Swastha, said they hoped the provincial government of Bali would not surrender in the case before the Supreme Court challenging the new RTRW. The two traditional commu-nity leaders maintain that the 5-km "no-build zone" around sacred temples, a prohbition challenged by Pecatu in its suit before the Court, is an absolute requirement to save the island's cultural heritage. 
   The suit before the Supreme Court claims the RTRW is prejudicial to the financial interest of Pecatu's land owners. Suwena and Swastha told the Bali Post that the "no-build zone" clause within the RTRW represents a legal basis for Bali's salvation, based on religious prin-ciples necessary to prevent cultural annihilation. Because of this, the two customary village leaders argue that Balinese must not place commercial interests before the island's spiritual and natural heritage. "In this regards, MUDP Bali clearly supports the provincial government of Bali in their efforts to preserve the RTRW," the men said.
    Swastha further explained the role of the 5-meter and 50-meter sacred radii should not be misunderstood as absolute bans on the use of these lands. Within the sacred radii, agricultural applications and other productive enterprises are still permitted, providing such activities are not seen to disturb the adjacent temples. Non-acceptable uses would include enterprises such as hotels, villas, discotheques and massage parlors.
   Additional support for the RTRW is also coming from academic circles in Bali represented by the Forum of Balinese Rectors, the Indonesian Association of Private Educational Institutions (APTISI) and the Forum of Balinese Educators. At the same time, Bali's Udayana University has formed a special team to study the legal, environmental, socio-cultural and religious implications of the RTRW in order to support the provincial government in implementing the new zoning rules. Numerous leading educators have defended the RTRW as a well-founded legal document reflecting the aspiration of the Balinese people to protect their heritage. The educators have stated their desire to lend all support to the provincial government in implementing the new zoning rules.   (
LAOS TRAVEL CONSEQUENCES

Laos has seen a sharp rise in tourism over the past decade. In 1990, visitors to this small country  numbered only 14,400, but by 2005 this had jumped to 1.1 million. Yet with the economic plans of smaller, developing Asian nations increasingly placing weight on revenue from tourism, how are locals being affected? Some observers suggest that too much tourism simply ends up leading to exploitation and destruction, citing examples like Thailand as previously pristine places gone bad because of too much tourism. Ulara Nakagawa of The Diplomat recently spoke with Stephen Mansfield, a photojournalist and author of four books on Laos to gain some insight into these issues. [TD: 5.10.10]
Q.: What do you make of Laos as a relatively new, popular tourist desti-nation? 

A.: Laos has been an item on the backpacker and cultural tourist itine-rary for at least 10 years now, since the government lifted restrictions and a prohibitively high fee for visas. The backpacker commerce is actually quite good for revenue. But the dar-ker side is the intrusiveness of many of these visitors, while the increase in the cheap drug trade—especially opium—is one of the attractions for tourists from the West as well as Japan. The problem for Laos is quite similar to that faced by many aid and tourism dependent countries—how to maintain tradition and cultural integrity in the face of outside interests and financial propositions.

   In the case of Laos, a nominally Communist country, they appear to be replicating on a far smaller scale the model of China. That is, turning culture into a commodity that can be marketed but also manipulated and rendered harmless to the state. This is particularly true of the way the hill tribes, one of the most authentic custodians of culture, have been treated. The attempt to standardize cultural places and individual free-doms is demonstrated in the moving of ethnic minorities into the sphere of government surveillance, where their cultures can be neutered and then presented (a la China) in innocuous tribal “performances.”

Q.: Is increased tourism then, in your opinion, more detrimental than bene-ficial overall for a country like Laos?

A.: Often it’s the governments of such countries rather than their less well-off citizens who are dependent on tourism. This is particularly true in the case of Laos, where large sections of the rural poor have been margina-lized by tourism, or when drawn into it, they may find themselves engaged in agricultural processes—in which accelerated harvests utilize poten-tially hazardous chemicals—that they would prefer to distance themselves from.

Q.: What is your personal reaction to all of this, having had close ties with the country since the 1990s? 

A.: I feel a bit culpable, having published four books on Laos back in the 1990s that probably compounded some of the problems I mentioned. How do you remain respectful, while creatively exploiting the material and without setting off a negative impact? It's the old journalistic quandary, isn’t it?   (
LAOS ON CAMERA, CAMERA
LAOS is fast becoming a fixture on the Southeast Asia tourist track. A new documentary Camera, Camera explores this phenomenon by focusing on interactions between the country’s locals and tourists from far-flung places. The film combines interviews of travellers and photographs both of and taken by them during their time in Laos. Lacking any commentary and without an explicit message, it’s left to viewers to interpret it however they wish. Its creators say that Camera, Camera was made not to pass judgement or set forward a theory, but to provoke questions surrounding tourism in the country.
Directed by Malcolm Murray, the documentary premiered at the LA Film Festival in early summer, and has so far been positively received by audiences. Regardless of whether Camera, Camera ends up being deemed a cinematic success, “judging by the reactions of audiences and reviewers so far, it is thought-provoking, raising the important question of the impact Westerners might be having on Laos’ people and society”, writes Amy Green who reviewed the film for The Diplomat [28.9.10].
MALAYSIA SPENDS HEFTY SUMS ON TOURISM PROMOTION

[B-N: 18.10.10] - THE Malaysian government spent almost US$150 million in 2009 to promote the country as a tourism destination to the world and in return generated about US$17 billion in revenue, according to Tourism Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ng Yen Yen. She said the ministry hoped earnings from the tourism sector would increase to US$54 billion and attract 36 million tourist arrivals by 2015, up from 23.6 million in 2009.
   Ng explained that her recent trip to Australia and New Zealand was important for the ministry to develop new tourism products. She said that a group of six botanists, media representatives and travel agents from Australia and New Zealand had come to Malaysia for a seven-day visit, to view the parks and gardens in the country. She added that this was part of the ministry's efforts to promote parks and gardens as a new tourist product given Malaysia's unique flora. Peninsular Malaysia has more than 8,500 species of flowering plants, while Sabah and Sarawak has between 10,000 and 12,000 flowering plants, she said. 
   Ng also said Ramadhan holiday packages would be further promoted next year so as to attract more tourists from the Middle East. "It is time Middle Easterners spend more time at home, and as such, attractive tourism packages need to be lined up to get them to come to Malaysia during the Ramadhan period," she said (see ‘Ramadhan’ below).   (
RAMADHAN NOT 
A TOURIST PRODUCT, SAYS CAP
[UK: 7/8, 2010] – THE Malaysian NGO Consumers Asso-ciation of Penang (CAP) was outraged when the Tourism Minister Datuk Seri Dr Ng Yen Yen announced that Malaysia is going to have “the first ever Ramadhan Summer Festival featuring food, shopping and other fun-filled activities” to attract Middle Eastern tourists during Ramadhan month in August.

   CAP’s Utusan Konsumer said: “Dr Ng should be reminded that Ramadhan is not a tourist product but a sacred month of spiritual enrichment for Muslims throughout the world. It is during this month that Muslims perform Umrah and pray in Masjid al Haram. It is certainly not for fun, food and frolic!”

   “It is sad that in Malaysia the month of Ramadhan has become highly commercialized and turned into a month of indulgence,” said CAP. “Hotels, restaurants and other eating places encourage gluttony and waste through promoting breaking fast with a wide variety of food.”

   CAP called on the Tourism Ministry not to worship tourist dollars and to cancel its plans to go ahead with Ramadhan Summer Fest.   (
THAILAND: HUNDREDS OF PHUKET HOTELS OPERATING ILLEGALLY 

[BP: 10.9.10] - HUNDREDS of hotels in Phuket are operating without licenses, claiming the cost of getting one is far too high. After the shocking news broke, officials set up a working group with the task to close the unlicensed establishments. 
   Government figures show that Phuket has 702 hotels with 42,684 rooms, but only 273 of these hotels are licensed. Deputy Governor Niwit Arunrat said the hotels operating without licences violated building control and environmental laws and did not pay taxes.

   Hotels are required to conduct environmental impact assessments (EIAs) before they can receive a licence. Operators who fail to apply for licences usually claim they cannot afford the cost of the assessments and taxes, the deputy governor said. He  added that Phuket authorities were now trying to convince hoteliers to abide by the law.

   Ong-art Chanacharnmongkol, the director of the Phuket Provincial Office of Natural Resources and Environment, said Phuket was declared an environ-ment-protection zone and every hotel of at least 79 rooms or which has a space of more than 4,000 sq-m had to undergo an EIA and needed an operating licence.   ( 
BAD WEATHER BATTERS THAI
TOURIST DESTINATIONS

[BP: 12+13.10.10] - OVER recent weeks, [image: image1.png]
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flooding and landslides caused by heavy rains battered many of Thailand’s provinces, wreaking havoc to many popular tourist destinations.
   The island of Koh Chang in Trat was hit by heavy rain for several days. Strong winds knocked down at least 20 high-voltage power poles, resulting in a blackout across the holiday island. Houses and shops near White Sand, Kai Bae and Klong Son beaches were damaged by flash floods and mudslides. White Sand Beach, located closest to the island's ferry pier, was the most badly affected area. A landslide buried a two-storey building at Little Chang resort near the beach, killing a Cambodian woman who worked at the resort. Another Cambodian worker was buried under concrete debris and mud for more than 10 hours before he was pulled out by rescue volunteers. 

   Mudslides also blocked five sections of the main coastal road near White Sand Beach. Hundreds of local and foreign tourists faced difficulties leaving the holiday island. They had to walk along the muddy road to catch a charter bus to the ferry pier.
   Meanwhile, [image: image4.png]
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the government has warned developers to approach construction projects in mudslide-prone areas on the western part of Koh Chang with great caution. "This part of Koh Chang has been listed as a landslide-risk zone as it has a very steep slope," said Adichart Surinkam, chief of the Environmental Geology Division. "Therefore, any construction project must be conducted with extreme caution."

   The warning came after it was found that the Koh Chang landslide was caused by a resort expansion. Workers had removed soil from the area which reduced the capacity of the remaining soil to absorb rainwater. Adichart said 20 landslides had been reported nationwide this year. "Most cases happened because of man-made activities, including the Koh Chang tragedy," he said.
   In Rayong Province, three damaged reservoirs at a private golf course owned by CH Karnchang Public Co in Wang Chan district broke and flooded three villages in the area. The golf course is located on a hill top near Dhammaros Temple in Pa Yoob Nai Sub-district. Flash floods from the reservoirs devastated the temple and more than 100 houses down the hill. A nun who lived at the temple  was reportedly killed in the flood.

   Rayong Governor Tawatchai Therdpaothai confirmed water volume built up from heavy rain caused the reservoirs' embankments to break. An inspection would be made to see if the reservoirs met construction standards, he added.   (
VIETNAM’S 1000-YEAR ANNIVERSARY
PARTY NOT A TOURIST HIT 
[TD: 9.10.10; TE: 8.10.10] - A LOT changed in Hanoi after the countdown began: Roads were even more crowded than usual, with virtual gridlock across much of the city, while the streets were filled with newly-added lights. National flags that had been handed out to households adorned many of the city’s balconies. The influx of visitors to the city - most of whom from the surrounding provinces - were mostly there for one thing: to share in the celebrations marking the 1000th anniversary of Hanoi’s founding. But it was not meant to be the region’s farmers, for example, who were going to come for a glimpse of the action; the anniversary was supposed to mark the height of an ongoing international drive to bolster the country’s tourism industry.

   In 2007, Vietnam launched a campaign that ran on major cable channels around the world carrying a simple slogan—‘Vietnam—The Hidden Charm’. It was hoped that tourists would flock to the country after being wowed by the campaign’s slideshow of traditional culture and natural beauty. Three years later, officials hoped to build on the campaign and exploit Hanoi’s anniversary festivities to showcase the city—and the country—to the expected visitors. But it didn’t quite work out like that.

   “(It was) a missed opportunity, at least insofar as international travellers are concerned,“ said Jim Sullivan, head of Mandarin Media, a US public relations firm that represents many of the country’s five-star resorts. “None of the hotels knew what was planned.“
  Indeed, while the 2007 campaign was ‘The Hidden Charm’, the lead-up to the capital’s 1000th birthday party could perhaps better have been described as ‘The Hidden Plan.’ Until just a couple of weeks before the festivities began on 1 October, no timetable for the events had been distributed, meaning few people in the city had any idea what might happen, where or when. The only certainties were fireworks and traffic jams.

   The aims of this reportedly US$63-million-dollar knees-up was to boost the number of foreign visitors. Local news had been reporting that a total of about 800,000 foreign and domestic visitors were expected in the capital over the 10-day series of events. Yet despite the traffic congestion and large crowds in some spots, these projections appear to have been some way off the mark, with few hotels reporting being full.

   According to government estimates, Vietnam sees 3.3 million tourist arrivals each year. This number might be inflated by the sort of old-fashioned processing methods that can count even a foreign resident’s visa run as a tourist arrival. Many genuine tourists arrive on package tours from China or South Korea. But luring in the Western market is still seen as crucial. Moreover, Vietnam has a return rate of just 5% compared to Thailand’s whopping 50%. Poor marketing of services and overall problems with infrastructure, “same-same” package trips and various tourist-targeting scams have kept Vietnam as a one-off destination.   (
VIETNAM: TASK FORCE TO INSPECT 
GOLF COURSE ZONING

[VNB: 6.10.10] - VIETNAM will have 89 golf courses by 2020, most of which will only be licensed in highland and coastal areas or on land deemed unsuitable for agri-culture, according to a zoning plan approved by Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung last year. The plan has most golf courses located in north central and coastal south central areas of the country.

   Golf courses will no longer be licensed on land formerly used for rice cultivation, industrial zones, urban zones and forests, especially protective forests and special-use forests. Infertile rice-growing land can be considered for development but will only account for less than 5% of the total area licensed to each project.

    Each 18-hole golf course will have a maximum area of 100 hectares. The plan also regulates that golf course developers must not use land licensed for courses to build housing facilities and villas for trading purposes. Land rentals for golf courses are generally much lower than those for property projects. Investors had previously exploited this loophole to cash in on their investments.
   Golf course developers, who fail to kick start their pro-jects within 12 months after receiving the licenses, will have their licenses revoked. The investors will also have a deadline of 48 months after receiving license to put the facilities into operation.

   Each developer is also required to submit an environ-mental report before winning approval. Investors must also draw up measures to employ local laborers, especially those whose land has been cleared to make ways for the projects.

   A report by the Ministry of Planning and Investment said Vietnam’s both operational and under construction golf courses cover 45,000 ha of land – most of which had been used for crops. The rush to build golf courses started two years ago as Vietnam’s tourism czars were working to position the country as Asia’s next big golf destination. It has forced farmers off their land to make way for ritzy new clubhouses, and raised concerns over scarce water resources and run-offs from pesticide use.   (
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